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How	About	Some	Good	News	About	JHS	Students? 
 

We	are	all	aware	of	the	public	health	crisis	associated	with	opioid	addiction,	the	hazards	
our	students	will	face	with	drugs	and	alcohol	along	with	all	the	other	bad	habits	many	of	
they	may	potentially	have	to	recon	with.		But	there	is	some	really	good	news	to	report	on	
one	of	the	most	preventable	public	health	hazards	that	has	dogged	our	society	for	
centuries,	namely	tobacco	smoking.	It	seems	clear,	that	at	least	in	the	more	anti-smoking	
states,	the	message	is	getting	through	to	students	that	cigarettes	are	bad	news	and	
should	be	avoided.		

�1



All The News That’s Fit To Print! September 25, 2018

	 Smoking	overall	has	been	in	decline	throughout	the	country,	but	especially	in	the	
states	that	have	launched	public	health	campaigns	against	it,	banned	smoking	in	public	
facilities	and	at	worksites.	It	was	not	that	long	ago	that	there	were	break	rooms	in	
schools	and	other	of@ices	where	smoking	was	legal	and	a	thick	pall	of	choking	smoke	
would	inundate	the	room.	Thank	goodness	those	days	are	gone!		
	 And	judging	by	student’s	reactions	to	a	poll	survey	they	took,	those	days	are	
probably	gone	forever.		JHS	students	registered	strongly	negative	reactions	to	the	idea	of	
smoking	cigarettes.	In	a	totally	random	survey	of	forty-nine	JHS	students	from	my	classes	
and	the	cafeteria,	strong	majorities	of	students	were	against,	and	many	cases,	strongly	
against,	the	idea	of	smoking.		
	 While	the	results	of	the	polls	show	some	ambiguity	by	the	students	towards	how	
much	their	generation	is	smoking—they	seem	to	think	other	students	smoke	a	lot—but	
their	clear	judgment,	by	a	pretty	wide	margin,	is	that	smoking	is	very	bad.	Nearly	eighty	
percent	of	the	students	asked	to	respond	to	the	statement,	“I	think	that	smoking	
cigarettes	is	one	of	the	worst	health	decisions	a	person	can	make,”	strongly	agreed,	while	
another	ten	percent	somewhat	agreed.	Only	ten	percent	were	either	not	sure	or	
disagreed.		So	the	message	is	sinking	in	with	this	generation.	I	have	always	been	a	bit	
shocked	that	with	all	the	information	presented	to	people	about	how	incredibly	bad	
smoking	is	that	people	still	choose	to	smoke.		
	 Still,	many	students,	even	if	they	do	not	smoke	themselves,	believe—either	
correctly	or	incorrectly—that	their	fellow	classmates	smoke.	By	a	huge	sixty-eight	
percent	students	either	strongly	agree	or	somewhat	agree	with	the	statement	that,	“I	
know	a	lot	of	kids	my	age	and	around	my	age	that	smoke	cigarettes.”	But	by	an	almost	
equal	sixty-nine	percent	students	either	somewhat	or	strongly	disagree	with	the	
statement	that,	“A	lot	of	my	friends	smoke	cigarettes.”	Which	perhaps	suggests	they	think	
people	they	do	not	associate	with	are	more	likely	to	engage	in	an	activity	that	they	and	
their	friends	shun.		
	 Large	majorities	of	students	also	rejected	the	ideas	that	people	look	cool	who	
smoke	and	that	smoking	is	something	that	has	the	bene@it	of	helping	people	lose	weight.	
With	fewer	movies	having	characters	that	smoke	or	trying	to	turn	the	act	of	smoking	into	
an	art	form,	this	makes	sense.	Many	people	from	my	generation	had	the	mannerisms	and	
body	language	of	smoking	down	to	an	art	so	that	it	was	something	that	was	part	of	their	
coolness	or	persona.	This	aspect	of	smoking	had	a	strong	appeal,	especially	to	
impressionable	young	people.	Hopefully	it	is	something	that	is,	for	the	most	part,	a	thing	
of	the	past.		
	 While	the	term		“peer	pressure”	might	carry	negative	connotations	in	many	ways,	
it,	incidentally,	might	be	one	of	the	factors	contributing	to	a	decline	in	smoking.	When	
asked	how	they	would	react	to	the	statement,	“If	a	friend	of	mine	started	smoking,	I	
would	tell	them	it	was	wrong,”	seventy-six	percent	either	strongly	agreed	or	somewhat	
agreed,	with	the	vast	majority	of	that	number	being	strongly	agreed.	When	asked	to	just	
give	an	open-ended	opinion	about	what	they	thought	about	smoking,	many	students	
were	pretty	forthright	and	condemnatory.	“People	who	smoke	make	me	wanna	puke,”	
said	one.	Another	student	simply	stated,	“Disgusting,	unattractive,	very,	very	dumb!”	Yet	
another	felt	moved	enough	to	explain,	“I	have	never	and	never	will	think	that	smoking	
cigarettes	is	‘cool’	or	that	it’s	an	‘okay’	thing	to	do.	I	would	never	smoke	or	consider	it.	
The	tobacco	business	is	an	ugly	business	and	commercialized	smoking	disgusts	me.”	 

�2



All The News That’s Fit To Print! September 25, 2018

 

Follow up with Judge Ackerman 

  
Judge	Andrea	Ackerman	spoke	to	JPS	teachers	on	opening	day.	She	spoke	about	
her	unique	experience	growing	up	with	an	alcoholic	parent	and	how	that	
in@luenced	her	life	and	career	as	a	judge	who	deals	with	minors.	The	Free	Press	
contacted	Judge	Ackerman	for	an	email	interview	and	the	questions	and	answer	
are	what	follows.	We	solicited	questions	from	the	staff	and	passed	them	along:		

Dear	Judge	Ackerman,		

Thank	you	so	much	for	taking	follow	up	questions	from	our	staff.	Many	teachers	
and	staff	were	very	moved	by	your	lecture	and	wanted	to	know	more	about	you,	
your	life	and	what	the	future	holds	for	issues	about	child	welfare.	Feel	free	to	
answer	and	not	answer	any	of	the	questions	we	Fielded	from	the	staff.	We	would	
understand	if	there	were	questions	you	did	not	want	to	get	into.		
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James	Krause	
Editor		
Jamestown	High	School		
Free	Press			
		
		

I do not mind at all answering to the best of my ability, the questions posed.  I appreciate that everyone was 
so kind and receptive to my message that day.  I have received some emails and facebook messages from 
the Jamestown staff that really moved my heart.  So, in response to your questions,  here it goes: 
  

1.	 How	did	you	ended	up	choosing	to	go	to	law	school?		

I	ended	up	choosing	to	go	to	law	school	a2er	much	considera5on.		I	always	wanted	to	be	a	
police	officer	but	I	have	very	poor	vision	and	had	an	ankle	issue.		I	was	told	I	would	likely	not	
pass	the	physical.		The	police	had	been	very	nice	to	me	over	the	years	as	a	child,	including	a	
NYS	trooper	who	agreed	to	take	me	in,	he	and	his	family	were	the	first	foster	home	I	went	to.		
I	wanted	to	work	with	kids	and	knew	that	being	a	CPS	worker	was	hard,	the	caseloads	high	
and	the	salary	low,	lol.		So	I	thought	I	would	go	to	law	school	and	be	either	a	law	guardian	or	a	
prosecutor	that	worked	with	kids.	

2.	 How	did	you	survive	high	school	with	everything	else	going	on	in	your	life?		

I	survived	high	school	I	believe,	in	most	part,	because	of	a	guidance	counselor	named	Kathe	
O’Malley.		For	four	years	(9-12th	grade)	she	saw	me	for	an	hour	a	week.		She	was	someone	
who	I	came	to	trust	and	told	everything	about	my	life	to.		She	listened	in	a	kind,	
compassionate	and	non-judgmental	manner	and	gave	me	great	advice.		I	felt	understood	in	
that	all	of	my	feelings	were	normal	and	that	I	was	a	good	and	special	person.	

3.	 How	you	bridged	the	gap	from	high	school	to	college,	what	inspired	you?		

I	took	courses	at	HVCC	during	my	senior	year	of	high	school	through	a	school	program.		That	
gave	me	the	courage	to	con5nue.		I	did	take	one	year	off	between	Siena	and	law	school	to	
make	sure	that	this	is	what	I	wanted	to	do.		I	had	a	very	unfulfilling	job	that	year	and	knew	I	
wanted	to	go	and	was	willing	to	invest	in	the	student	loans	to	make	it	happen.		My	sister	was	
and	remains	a	huge	inspira5on	to	me.		We	lived	together	for	years	a2er	I	moved	out	of	the	
last	family	I	lived	with	at	17.		She	was	already	on	her	own	and	going	to	Schenectady	County	
Community	College.	

4.	 What	is	your	relationship	now	like	with	her	family?		 

I	am	assuming	you	are	asking	about	my	sister,	Jodi,	whose	pictures	were	on	the	screen	and	I	
spoke	of	as	well.		She	is	now	a	professional	writer	and	editor.		She	married	an	amazing	man	
who	is	an	engineer	for	DEC.		They	have	one	child	who	just	turned	14	and	is	sweet	kind	and	
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compassionate.		My	rela5onship	with	her	and	her	family	is	very	strong.		I	see	them	regularly	
and	my	sister	and	I	are	on	the	phone	weekly.	

My	sister	is	the	strongest	person	I	know.		I	cannot	speak	for	her	on	this	ques5on	or	the	one	
that	follows.		She	approved	my	speaking	about	her	and	us	together	in	the	presenta5on,	
however,	she	is	very	private	and	there	are	parts	of	our	life	that	she	keeps	from	her	daughter	
understandably	and	I	was	reminded	of	this	by	her	a2er	the	presenta5on	when	we	spoke.		I	
need	to	always	me	mindful	of	that,	especially	in	our	world	of	social	media	now.	

5.	What	reforms	do	you	think	could/should	be	undertaken	to	protect								
children	and	ensure	healthier	outcomes	for	those	children	and	society	in	
general?		

I	also	have	opinions	on	reforms	that	could/should	be	undertaken	to	protect	children.		I	work	
with	the	NYS	Office	of	A^orney’s	for	Children	on	these	issues	and	am	a	member	of	the	NYBA’s	
Children	and	the	Law	Commi^ee.		It	is	a	very	broad	ques5on,	if	there	was	a	specific	area	I	may	
be	able	to	answer	more	easily.	

6.	 You	mentioned	the	role	alcohol	and	alcoholics	have	had	on	your	
childhood,	what	can	be	done	to	ensure	children	are	better	protected	
from	the	pernicious	effects	of	alcohol	and	alcoholics?		

Children	are	born	into	this	world	everyday	with	alcoholic	parent(s),	how	my	brother,	sister	
and	I	were	not	born	fetal	alcohol	is	a	miracle	in	itself.		We	do	not	seem	to	be	able	to	
prevent	this,	however,	to	the	children	born	into	it,	educa5on	is	power.		The	more	I	
understood,	the	less	I	blamed	myself	for	how	our	life	was.		The	more	I	wanted	to	make	
sure	that	I	would	not	turn	out	like	her	(my	mother).		So	caring	about	kids,	looking	for	
signs,	making	them	feel	like	they	are	special,	worthy	and	cared	about,	can	make	a	huge	
difference.		It	can	allow	a	child	to	make	disclosures	they	would	not	otherwise	make	and	
even	to	those	who	will	not	disclose,	they	can	be	helped	to	develop	an	understanding	of	
addic5ons	and	that	it	is	natural	to	feel	like	it	is	their	fault,	but	that	it	is	in	NO	way	their	
fault.		And	teaching	them	about	the	vic5m	mentality	and	how	dangerous	that	is	has	really	
helped	the	kids	I	work	with	.		They	need	courage	to	fight	for	their	lives,	and	it	is	hard	to	
have	courage	without	support.		

	 
7.	 What	advice	would	you	give	to	struggling	students	suffering	in	bad	

situations?		
There	is	so	much	advice	that	I	would	give	struggling	students	suffering	trauma	in	their	
lives.		It	will	be	hard	to	list	them	all	here.		First	and	foremost	I	would	discuss	with	them	
how	amazing	they	are,	how	they	can	be	anything	they	want	to	be	in	this	world	if	they	set	
their	mind	to	it,	that	they	are	unique,	special	and	worthy.		Once	that	trust	is	built,	much	
advise	would	be	centered	around	assis5ng	them	to	break	the	cycle	of	abuse/neglect/
vic5m	mentality		and	help	them	develop	the	courage	that	it	takes	to	do	that.		Kids	tend	to	
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live	up	to	the	expecta5ons	set	for	them.		With	the	kids	we	are	discussing	here,	the	adults	
in	their	lives	set	no	expecta5ons,	so	they	have	non	for	themselves.		I	would	set	the	bar	
high	and	let	them	know	as	o2en	as	I	could,	how	much	I	believe	in	their	ability	to	make	it.	

8.	 Who	mentored	you	or	was	a	roll	model	for	you	when	you	attended	
college	and	who	helped	your	sister	when	you	started	living	together?		

My	role	model	for	me	in	college	was	my	sister.		She	is	3	years	older	than	me	and	my	
touchstone.		As	far	as	my	sister,	I	cannot	answer	that	for	her,	but	I	would	like	to	say	that	it	
was	“me”		

9. What were the primary factors that enabled you to overcome your 
problems? 

	Primary	factors	that	helped	me	to	overcome	my	problems	as	a	child	were:	
                                                               i.      Being	removed	from	my	mother’s	care	
                                                             ii.      Having	my	sister	remain	in	my	life	
                                                           iii.      Having	good,	kind	and	compassionate	people	in	
different	areas	of	my	life	help	to	provide	me	a	stepping	stone	(like	my	
guidance	counselor	in	middle	school	and	my	guidance	counselor	in	high	
school)	

  
12.	You	brought	up	both	abortion	and	welfare	in	your	talk	with	the	school,	but	

not	in	the	usual	way.	Your	mother	did	not	get	an	abortion,	as	she	had	done	
before,	but	wanted	to	get	more	welfare.	Do	you	think	you	are	unusual	in	the	
fact	that	you	were	born	because	of	welfare?	How	has	your	personal	history	
inFluenced	your	opinions	on	abortion	and	welfare?		

	I	do	not	think	I	am	unusual	being	born	for	welfare.		I	think	that	is	a	factor	that	more	women	
consider	than	we	may	think.		I	do	not	think	the	pregnancy	itself	o2en	occurs	for	this	reason,	
but	I	believe	it	may	become	a	reason	to	keep	a	child	who	is	otherwise	unwanted	in	many	
cases.		But	I	have	no	sta5s5cal	knowledge	on	this.		I	do	know	for	sure	however	that	there	are	
so	many	children	who	are	born	that	feel	unwanted,	unloved	and	unsafe	and	that	this	is	
reinforced	regularly	by	those	who	are	charged	with	caring	for	them.	

13. What are the most important things we should do, as teachers, for 
students like her? 

The	most	important	things,	I	believe,	that	teachers	can	do	for	a	student	is	to	really	“see”	them	
as	the	amazing	kids	that	they	are.		Remember	that	when	they	come	to	school	with	dirty,	
smelly	clothes,	lice	and	un-brushed	teeth,	that	they	are	not	in	control	of	their	lives	at	home.		
No	one	should	be	rolling	their	eyes	and	looking	like	“why	is	this	child	even	here”		-	they	should	
be	looked	at	with	kindness	and	compassion.		They	should	be	given	extra	support	and	
a^en5on.		No5ce	when	a	kid	comes	to	school	without	a	lunch	or	as	my	mother	used	to	do	–	
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she	would	make	eggs	salad	sandwiches	all	the	5me		with	no	way	to	keep	it	cool.		So	on	bus	
trips	my	sandwich	would	rot	on	the	bus	and	s5nk	it	up.		And	I	would	not	have	a	sandwich	to	
eat	and	the	kids	would	blame	me	for	the	smelly	bus.				It	would	have	been	nice	if	a	teacher/
assistant/bus	driver	no5ced	and	had	an	extra	snack	to	share	during	5mes	like	that	when	I	was	
hungry	and	had	no	friends	because	of	the	regularity	of	lice	and	dirty	clothes	and	hair.	It	would	
have	been	nice	to	have	that	person	want	to	share	the	snack	with	me	and	give	me	some	
posi5ve	a^en5on.		

14.	What	is	your	rela1onship	with	your	family	now?		

My	family	is	very	small.		The	recent	ar5cle	in	the	paper	said	that	I	do	not	know	where	my	
mother	is	currently.		That	was	not	correct.		I	do	know	where	she	is,	I	just	have	not	spoken	to	
her	in	at	least	10+	years	and	have	not	seen	her	in	likely	around	15	years.		I	never	met	my	
father.		My	brother	died	when	I	was	6	years	old.		So	I	have	a	sister,	a	brother	in	law	and	a	
fabulous	niece.		The	last	foster	home	I	lived	with	I	have	kept	in	touch	with.		They	are	good	
people,	it	is	just	different	because	I	do	not	feel	like	an	equal	part	of	the	family	but	then	again	I	
only	lived	there	from	14-17		years	old.		They	did	the	best	they	could	with	me	and	I	am	very	
apprecia5ve	that	they	took	me	in.	

15.	How	do	you	deal	with	people	that	do	not	have	the	pa1ence	you	do	or	simply	show	
apathy	towards	the	en1re	subject	of	at	risk	children?		

The	last	ques5on	regarding	how	I	deal	with	people	in	the	system	that	show	apathy	towards	
helping	children	in	need	depends	frankly	upon	what	mood	I	am	in.		On	my	best	days	(which	I	
try	hard	to	make	every	day),	I	will	address	it	with	a	strong	reminder	making	sure	it	comes	
across	with	kindness	and	compassion.		On	a	bad	day,	which	is	about	once	a	month	at	least	
(the	women	reading	this	will	understand	the	hormonal	changes	that	can	occur	during	that	
5me	lol)	I	am	much	less	kind	and	am	very	blunt	and	direct.		I	cannot,	however,	walk	away	
without	saying	anything	when	it	comes	to	anyone	who	has	a	responsibility	working	with	
children,	to	display	apathy	towards	them	in	my	presence.		It	is	just	not	acceptable	to	me.	

  

She ended with:  
I hope this helps.  I responded quickly as my day is busy so please forgive me for any 
grammatical errors.  I just know myself well enough that if I do not answer something quickly, 
it tends to not get answered in a timely fashion.  Please thank everyone who came to hear my 
message on opening day that I am so grateful for the work that they do every day supporting 
kids, and again for the kindness and ease they made for me to share my story.  Every time I 
think of that standing ovation I tear up with gratitude and feel all of their love for children.  
They are doing God’s work every day. 
  
Warm regards, 
  
Andra 
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Baseball at Jamestown High School!  

By Christian Dolce  
From tee ball all the way up through high school varsity baseball, the game of 
baseball has captivated me. Spring and summer are the best times of the year and 
the best times to enjoy America’s favorite pastime. I love the competition, the action, 
and the game in general. I have loads of fun even when we are grinding at practice 
and working hard; that’s just what baseball is: fun, no matter what. Although rowdy at 
times, every team member comes together to form a collective group of people who 
enjoy baseball and enjoy each other. It has been my favorite sport since I was little, 
and I hope to return often to watch my former team play in Jamestown after I 
graduate. It’s been a really great, enjoyable year for me and my best high school 
memories certainly include the time I’ve spent with my teammates and coaches 
Roehmholdt and Peterson. 
 Baseball is the only sport that keeps statistical track of mistakes. When errors 
are kept as a stat, they can be deflating. And I believe that’s beneficial to everyday 
life. If you make a mistake on the baseball field, you feel like everyone is watching 
you, like that moment can never be gotten back to fix what you messed up. But you 
still have to be ready for the next ball hit to you so you can be ready to make the next 
play. For instance, we made twelve errors in a 27-4 loss to Lancaster, the number one 
team in our league. Nearly two weeks later, we came out to beat the number two 
team Clarence 3-1 in one of the best games we played all year. Anything can be 
accomplished if you are not afraid to fail, and that applies to baseball as well as life. 
You can’t get much worse than 27-4. But at the very least, you can always get much 
better. 
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     Hard working and determined, that’s the mentality of the Jamestown High School baseball 
team. Coming into the season, a team of seven returning starters, we were determined to excel 
and rebound from a disappointing 3-17 2017 season. Starting as early as August of 2017, 
members of the baseball team took part in “Fall Ball” and then trained multiple times each 
week at the field, in the gym, and in the weight room.  

Every year, the Red Raider baseball team participates in the Mingo Bay baseball 
tournament in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. After months of training and hard work, 
Jamestown’s skills were put to the test. With stellar pitching from Bryce Jackson and Matt 
Hill, accompanied by standout hitting from Christian Dolce, Drew Boggs, and Hunter 
Beardsley, the Red Raiders took home 3rd place overall and finished with a 4-1 record before 
coming home to start league games. 

In the remaining games of the season, Jamestown went 5-10. With thrillers like a ninth 
inning walk off win against Frontier in the pouring rain, to a miserable 27-4 thrashing by the 
section six champion Lancaster Legends.  Jamestown’s record was not indicative of the hard 
work displayed all season in each game. Another highlight of the season was an impressive 
5-2 playoff win against Frontier. Bryce Jackson dazzled on the mound and  Jon Sandstrom 
executed two suicide squeeze plays to win in small ball fashion.

 Although the record was not eye popping, Jamestown will have six returning starters 
for an experienced varsity club next year. With a powerful young core of Drew Boggs, Chris 
Beardsley, Bryce Jackson, Christian Dolce, and Peyton Olson, the Red Raiders surely will be 
ready to improve even more in their 2019 campaign. 

 

Van	Stee	Manufacturing!		

By	Ellen	Cross	

It’s no secret that Jamestown was once a booming industrial city based on the furniture 
business. The maple, cherry, and oak trees in our city are the best around and the railroad and 
natural rivers offered great transportation. Scott Van Stee, a teacher here at JHS, has a very 
deep connection to that that industrial past. 

Scott’s family had a very important business dealing with the furniture industry. The Van Stee 
Corporation manufactured furniture such as dressers, chests, nightstands, beds, headboards, 
mirrors, desks, and tables, all made out of solid maple and cherry wood. Their market 
stretched all the way to Indiana, New York City, Maine, and Virginia. 

The business started when Jacob Van Stee, Scott’s grandfather, created his own business, in 
the building that now houses the Landmark restaurant, as a carving works factory in 1904. 
After he moved the business to 200 Crescent Street in 1910, the business successfully ran for 
the next ninety two years.
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One of the most integral reasons the company was started was because of the large number of 
skilled Swedish people who lived here. Known for their woodworking skills, the Swedes made 
good use of the fantastic raw materials, as well as the train stations and rivers in Jamestown. 
Soon the company was gaining even more popularity and began to expand their catalog to 
case goods.

At its height, the Van Stee Corporation employed seventy-five people, and even though it was 
rough, the business made it through the Great Depression and World War II. During this time, 
the company made wartime products for airplanes and ships with the help of the women who 
left their homemaker jobs to fill the factory positions their husbands and brothers left when 
they went off to fight in the war.

Scott Van Stee himself started working summers in 1977 and went to work full time after 
graduating college in 1981 with a degree in business. After ten years of learning how every 
machine works and being the foreman of the machine room, rough mill, and cabinet room, he 
became the plant manager, Vice President, and then owner and President after his father 
retired.

Then came the Free Trade Act which allowed China to buy raw materials from America, ship 
them to be manufactured in China, and then sent back to America. They paid their workers 
between twelve and twenty-five cents per hour and the Van Stee Corporation paid eight to 
fifteen dollars along with benefits. Over the years, the number of buyers dwindled as they 
shopped for cheaper furniture from China. This ultimately led to the closing of the company in 
2002.

Scott Van Stee now uses his experiences to teach his students about life and employment. He 
knows what it’s like to be successful and what it’s like to fail. He says, “Life is not always 
what we want it to be and it’s not always fair… but it is our job to try our best to make the 
most of [the] talents we’ve been given.”
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